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Dear John: 


I am enclosing a transcribed copy of your August 6, 1996 testimony to the Assassination 
Records Review Board. You should review it to determine whether there are any 


substantive corrections that you ‘abo to make and return them to me by muguet 29, 


1996. 
Thank you again for agreeing to testify before the Board. 
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CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Thank you very much, 


Mr. Tilley. We appreciate your continued help. . 
MR. TILLEY: My pleasure, Mr. Chairman. 
CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Next, we have two 
representatives from the Central Intelligence 
Agency here today, to provide factual testimony for 
the board on the mature of the sequestered. 
selection: Mr. John Pereira and Mr. Barry 
Harrelson. 

And because this iis Seanar iy a factual 
presentation, we decided that we should put each of 
you under oath. So, if you would, raise your right 
hand and repeat after me. 

(John Pereira and Barry Harrelson sworn. ] 
CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: . Thank you for joining 
(MR. PEREIRA:. A pleasure. We're pleased 
‘to try to help and provide information that might _ 
help the board understand the sequestered 
‘Peo1tection. I thought, if the time allows, I might 
ive some background to put the Beavosvered 


a+ 
le 


||}collection. in context for the board. 
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CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: That would be very 


helpful. -——. | 

MR. PEREIRA: In the spring of 1992, prior 
to the enactment of the Assassination Records Act, 
Ghe then=pareoren oe Central Intelligence, Robert 
Gates, issued instructions to begin reviewing for 
declassification all records related to the 
assassination. | 

. The CIA history staff was charged with 

identifying the relevant records, which they did. 
And -once that happened, our group that we | 
represent, the historical review group, took 
custody of the records and immediately began » 
reviewing them for declassification for release to 
the National archives. 


Boe, &, Ojice the Records Act was passed, our goal 
bo aged 


became to release as many records as possible by 
‘the 22 August 1993 deadline established by the Act. 
Anananpsoniwaceyy 125,000 pages ieee transferred to 
the National Archives. by that date. 

; | with subsequent releases, the Agency has 


now declassified and transferred some 227,000 pages 


MILLER REPORTING .CO., INC. 
507 C STREET, N.E. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 
(202) 546-6666 


cm 


. . 23 
to the National aveniven: And based on discussions 
with the Board, we’re trying to release additional 
idenrmaeion Chae had been teaacted earlier: 

The remaining records are in various 
stages of review. Some require review by other 
agencies. Some is congressional material. And 
final decisions on other Sadotas are awaiting 
discussion with the board, ee you know. 

| aie Wannedy aesaeeinacion wacéras in the 
CIA consist of two major seine of files. 

One group consists of the documents in the 
Lee Harvey Oswald file, sometimes referred to as 
the Oswald 201 file. These sonetae mainly of 
documents that -were collected after the 
assassination and during the Warren Commission 
investigation. And there are about 26,000 pages of 
material in this file. All but a handful have been 
declassified and gent to the National Archives. 

The second group is one of major interest 


to you today, 1 think. it‘s comprised of the 


sequestered collection. These are records that 


were made, available to the House Select Committee 
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ra 
on Assassination and which the committee asked CIA 
a 


‘to hold in -safekeeping upon the completion of the. 


committee‘s investigation. 

And there are certain additional records, 
including 400 excerpts from the minutes of the 
Aiceeton. oe Cae al nates genes morning meetings 
and some working files that have been added since 
1992. But that's pretty much the landscape of the 
records- we have. | | 

By going directly to the sequestered 
collection, I’d like to say that, first of all, 
every document in the sequestered. collection eae 


available to the board for review. | Every document 


is available in full to the board without 


redactions. 


A portion of the documents that were 


: 


|| created specifically in response to requests from 
{the House Assassination Committee are in the | 
record. Other records were already in existence 
prior eecthe creation of the committee. And still 


other documents were created by the committee 


itself. For example, there are notes of interviews 
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conducted by the committee’s staff. 


. So, these are the three categories: those 


created for the committee at their request; others 
that existed that we provided to them at their 
request; and others that the committee itself 
created. 

Now, within the sequestered collection, 
there are two major categories of records. This is 
lla simple breakdown. I hope this is helpful. One 
category consists of about 129,000 pages of hard 
copy. The second category consists of 72 reels of 
ntevortin or the equivalent of 163,000 pages of 
hard copy. | 

Now, the question has come up of why the 


documents were sequestered. And this is explained 


i, fin a Memorandum of Understanding, signed by the 


chairman of the Assassination Committee and the 
director of Central Intelligence. And I have a 
copy here to submit to the board. 

7 The memorandum states that, "Upon 
termination of the Committee, all materials 


provided by CIA and examined by the Committee will 
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pe kept and preserved within a segregated and 
secure area within CIA for at least 30 years, 
unless the DCI and the House of Representatives 
agree toa shorter period of time." 

In April 1979, Robert Blakey, the chief 
counsel and staff director of the Assassinations 
Committee, visited CIA headquarters; and he 
Sempieted he exodess of duet enaeine inet materials 
were to-be sequestered. All the- documents made 
available to the Assassination Committee were 
included in this sequestered collection. 

The second question that often comes up 
is, where did we get authority to start reviewing 
these records prior to the Assassination Act? And 
this goes back to my point about Robert Gates 
wanting to’ get started as quickly as possible in. 
the review and aselasaitieacicn: 

; So, the Agency wrote to the Speaker of the 
House, Thomas Foley, in 1992, requesting approval 
to belt declassifying and eeeactud the records. 
And in October of that year, Speaker Foley wrote a 


4 
. 


letter to the director, granting CIA the authority 
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|[to do so. 

The Speaker’s decision was clearly made in. 
anticipation of passage of the Assassination 
Records Collection Act. So, we have the records, 


and we started processing. . 


Within. the two categories that I 
mentioned, the hard. copy material is one. And we 
have a page describing that for the board, which 
|.I/11 leave with you. This includes copies of teat 
Se the pen easeueenee and the Oswald 201 file that I 
referred to earlier. | _ 

- Also ineiuded re the hard copy are other 
201 files, personnel files, security files on 
persons who are. mentioned in documents voLevant to 
the assassination or who figure in one of the 


conspiracy ,theories. 


a all 
- 


This part, the hard copy, also includes 
about 30,000 pages of documents, memos, and notes 


-- many of these, handwritten -- that were created 


by the Assassination Committee itself. So, those 


are in the hard copy. 


Now, the microfilm portion of the 
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| cequestensa collection, as I mentioned, contains 72 
reels of nievorein: Incidentally, we found very 

quickly that woxmine with aieveriin wasn’t-all that 


easy, 80 we arranged to have all of the microfilm 


printed out in hard copy. So, we have both; and 


both of these are available to the poaxd, both the 
microfilm itself and the printout. | 

phe decision to microfilm was apparently 
based on two aiagas considerations, as far as - can 
determine from our records. First, the integrity 


of-the sequestered records had to be maintained. 


Second, a number of the files that the 
Assassination Committee requested were active 
files, and had. to be available to allow people to 


continue conducting their normal activities within 


ithe Agency. 


~: 
- 


So, the solution was to replace certain 
records with microfilm versions. And these records 
were microfilmed during 1979 and 1980 with ‘the 
“Ylapproval of the Assassinations Committee. And we 
have memos for the records showing how that 


happened, so that you will have the history on 
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that. 


Now, looking at the content. of the 
niceoel ia: a sizeable portion of this -- probably 
50 percent -- duplicates the hard copy’ in the 
sequestered files. For sxaspie: there are 12 reels 
of material from the Oswald 201 file. 

| The bulk of the reels consists of files on 
inaividuars and organisations, including personnel 
files of ‘CIA employees. there are also a number of 
files on anti-Castro organizations. All but a 
small percentage are CIA-originated cables, or 
dispatches, or memoranda and other documents. 

In Looking at the microfilm, we believe 
there are questions of privacy that the board may 
want to consider in determining what information is 
to be reléased. Some of the records, for example, 
sont ale medical information on an individual. 

There are also questions of relevancy that 
we suggest the board consider. For example, many 
‘dot the documents cover sensitive activities that go 
| car beyond ene time frame of the assassination or 


7 


investigations into the assassination. 
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That’s rather brief; but I hope this is 


useful to the board in trying to understand the 
sequestered documents, sometimes called segregated 
documents. We use those terms interchangeably. 
And we certainly look forward to continuing 

| cooperating with one beara: with the goal of 


releasing as much information as possible to the 


American public. 

CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Very well. Mr. 
Harrelson, do have anything to add? 

‘MR. HARRELSON: No. 

CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Questions on the part 
of the board?. Dr. Joyce. 
. DR. JOYCE: “Mr. Pereira, you mentioned 
enat 50 percent of the microfilm appears to 
duplicate “what already exists in hard copy. You 
nene dened the 201 file as an example of that. 

Maybe I missed it, but could you 
j Characterize perhaps the portion that appears not 
to Be disitouted in hard copy? Do you have any . 
information about that? 


MR. PEREIRA: The types of material that 
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isn’t duplicative? 

DR. JOYCE: Yes. 

MR. HARRELSON: This is where you -get into 
the 201 files which make Woes bulk of the 
microfilm, and it covers the areas of individuals 
who were not -- or areas of their careers that were 
not involved in the assassination periods. So, 
there would not be documents from there in the hard 
copy. 

| Most of the hard copy, apparently, was 


created as the HSC staffers asked. for particular 


information. They would look at a file, and ask 
for copies of it. The ultimate was one cable, 
where we found 43 copies. So, most of it -- I 


would say, every document is duplicated at least 
yonce, and-used at multiple Gikes: curoudhodt the 
col ieee ioe: | 
DR. JOYCE: And it would appear, then, 
that most of the information within the 201 file -- 
| MR. HARRELSON: The other area of unique 
information is the Cuban exile activities. Much 


rod 


more in the microfilm than in the hard copy 
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collection. And most of that was released in 
August ‘94. 
| CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Other questions? 

MS. NELSON: How much have you been able 
to look at this sequestered file? It’s enormous. 
It boggles. the mind, going through 72 reels of 
‘microfilm. No wonder you printed hard copy. But I 
would imagine youre only done. some sampling. 

MR. HARRELSON: With the exception of the 
201 file -- the duplicate microfilm 201 file and 
the -- Well, that’s the only exception.-- We have 
||} looked at every page of material. 

- MS. NELSON: Do you haven sense of what’s 
not, in your view, an weeasstuacton record?. Are 
there certain percentages or certain numbers of 


a 


those? ‘s 


MR. PEREIRA: I think we need to defer to 
the board on that. We’re suggesting certain -- 

MS. NELSON: Yes. That’s what -- 

MR. PEREIRA: -- questions that the board 
may address, but we are deferring completely to you 


in interpreting the law. And, so, we’‘re assuming 
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that every piece of paper we have that was 
sequestered is potentially relevant. 

MS. NELSON: Under the “statute, we'll have 
to see what that is. 

MR. PEREIRA: Yes, following the statute. 

CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Any further questione? 

DR. HALL: _John, do vous Knew what of these 
materieve the HSCA used and didn’t use? _ 

MR. PEREIRA: ghove?'s: a\2- I‘1l let Barry 
‘comment on this, as well. There's a little bit of 
uncertainty. To go back, every record that we made 
available to the committee is in the sequestered 
collection. | | 

Some of. the indications are that there was 
a very thorough review,. obviously, by the committee 
pf a lot of records. My impression is that, for 
ethepeseceaa: the committee staff requested 
-certain files. We provided an entire file -- let's 
say, on an individual. 

- “But the committee staff may have said, 

“Well, this really isn’t all that relevant to our 


ae 


work, but thank you. We now know who that person 
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ie; Geéaasencoueons suggested this person may have 
Been inverved: and we needed to check that name." 

And in. checking the name, we get the 
‘impression very quickly chee determined chey. alan: 
have to read every single paper in the file. It’s 
that sort of breakdown, I think. 


MR. HARRELSON: There are indications, as 


you go through the microfilm, that some of the 
|| files were. not reviewed. There isa sheet for 
these files signed by the staffers, and the 


jinotations there. We have never -- Since we were 


viewing the file as a whole, we never went through 
jjand calculated which one of these it indicated they 
‘had reviewed Sulnee. | 

DR. HALL: And was it the case, or were . 
there instances that you‘re aware of, where they 
|usca staff and/or related individuals marked on 
‘these documents or dealt with them in a way other 
than merely reading them? 

| MR. HARRELSON: The 30,000 pages, 

frequently are handwritten notes taken from the 


documents. Since the hard copy -- or in copies 
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made available today, you sometimes find notations, 
their names written on them -- different things. 

MR. PEREIRA: But they seem to have made 
very thorough notes on documents that they found : 
were valuable. : 

DR. HALL: Did the CIA, in providing these 
materials, put any restrictions on them with regard 
to copying that could be done? 

| MR.. PEREIRA: By the committee itself, you 
mean? | | 


DR. HALL: Yes. 


MR. PEREIRA: I. don't know what the. record 
shows. | 

MR. HARRELSON: They were held in one 
central. location -- all notes -- for review. The 
staffers,-as I understand it, would come and review 
these files, makes their notes. And the notes 
would then be reviewed by -- at least, by a staff 
person. And their notes could be taken, but the 
|eites were held in one location securely. 
| MR. PEREIRA: There was an arrangement 


| whereby, if they wanted to use a record elsewhere 
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for some reason or other, there was a means for 
making that available to them; possibly, by 
redacting something extremely sensitive, Like the 
name of an agent. But they could -- 

DR. HALL: I see. 

MR. PEREIRA: But they could make ‘the 
arrangement to have them use the document. 

DR. HALL: Congress has less than a’ 
distinguished history in handling some documents of 
a classified nabuxe; and there is this kind of | 


problem. As document hunters, there’s sort of an 


interesting problem -- the extent of which, we get. 
unauthorized copying made; and then those: documents 


are out there somewhere else. 


But that’s a side show to this. So, thank 


ae _.. CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Anything further? 
(No response. ] 


< 


CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Thank you very much, 
‘gentlemen... We appreciate your help today. 
MR. PEREIRA: A pleasure. 


CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Next, I’d like to ask 
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